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Margaretengürtel –  
“Ring Road of the Proletariat”  
 
 
The historical, prestigious buildings along Vienna's ring road were built 
amongst others by Bohemian immigrants, who lived and worked in 
Vienna under catastrophic conditions. At that time, many workers were 
so-called "shift-sleepers", meaning they only had a bed in an apartment 
which they could use only at certain times. The "Red Vienna", that means 
the social-democratic city government, built more than 380 municipal 
residential buildings between 1919 and 1933 to improve the dramatic 
housing shortage and the miserable living situation.  
 
The greatest amount of municipal buildings can be found along the Margaretengürtel, which is named 
"Ring Road of the Proletariat" as a counterpoint to the magnificent palaces on the original ring road. 
 
Tour: Visit to the first Viennese residential building after the First World War, the Metzleinstaler Hof, 
as well as Reumannhof, Matteottihof and Herweghhof 
 
Duration: 3 h 
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